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1. The so-called brutal treatment of Allied prisoners of war 
during the construction of the Siam-Burmu Railway shall be divided into 
two categories; £1) Miscorduct in the form of direct cruelty to the 
ines of war (the cases known as maltreatment of prisoners), and 

2) incidents involving a considerable nuzber of deaths from illness 
among the prisoners during the work, Cases coming under the first cate- 
gory shall be dealt with as cases of ordinery maltreatment of prisoners, 
whereas the unfortunate incicents coming under the second were cansed 
under the circumstances that were unavoidebie during the waging of war, 
It should, therefore, be noted that there is a distinct difference in 
character between cases (1) and (2), 


25 In the present revort, a plain statement will be made of the 
actual state of affairs and of the treatment of the prisoners of war 
which have led to the comparatively large number of deaths from sickness 
éuring the construction of the railway under (1). 


Under Part 1 of this report the protests made by the Allied 
Powers will be dealt with; under Part 2 a description will be given re- 
garding the investigations conéucted into general affairs relative to 
the prisoners! treatment and the special cases of thoee under protest, and 
finally Part 3 will give the measures taken by the Japanese authorities in 
respect to the foregoing (2) (judicial decisions), 


With regard to cruelty directly inflicted on prisoners under 
(1), no date are available in Tokyo, and liaison with the Japanese troops 
on the spot is at the moment virtually impossible, for which reason the 
cases under (1) are excluded from this report. Accordingly it is hoped 
that inquiries will be made on the spot by the Allied Powers in respect 
thereto, 


2. Although the construction of the SiamBurma Railway wae completed 
in October 1943, some of the prisoners were still employed in repair work 
on the termination of the war, but the present revort chiefly describes 
the situation during the constriction of the railway. 


Summary of Statement in House of Commons dy Sir James Grigg, 
British Secretary for War, on Maltreatment of British Prisoners of War 
in Burma and Siam, 


Out of some 1,300 English and Australian prisoners of war, about 
150 were rescued by a U.S. Submarine and English survivore have recently 
returned home, 


In view of their health conditions, only preliminary examinations 
have eo far been made, but further statements will be made with the pro- 
gress of the examinations of the survivors, 
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Ae a result of the oxamination, the Japanese treatment of prisoners 
of war in the southern oarts of East Asia, has, for the first time, been 
brought to light and by this the policy adopted by the Japanese militar~ 
ists in the treatment of the prisoners of war in burma, Siam and Fast 
Indies has been ascertainod bevond any doubt, But it should be noted 
that the present informetion has nothing to do with the treatment given 
to the prisoners of wer and civilian internees at the cams in Hong Kong, 
Formosa, the occuwried territory of China, Korea and Japan proper; treat- 
ment in those places seenus to be comparatively lenient. 


The »risoners in Sineanore and Java were at the beginning of 1942, 
transferred to Burma ant Siem, and Australian prisoners to Burma by fea, 
In the transportation, thoy were crowded into holds of ships, four feet 
high, The Englieh wac prisoners were transnvorted by train from Singa- 
pore to Siem and they wero so crowded that the men could not lie down 
furing the whole five Coys of the journey. ‘Then they were forced to march 
on foot for 80 miles. 


They were comoelled to work for the railway construction in the dis- 
eese infected anc insect-full jungle area together with natives who were 
engaged in compulsory labor, The camps ‘ere poorly equipped against 
squalls anc. heat peculiar to the tropical zone and the Japanese dic not 
reclace worn-out clothine, Yocd was supplied three times a cay, each 
ration consisting of some rice ard one pint of water, The labor was 
continued at the cost of human liver and pains to prisoners no matter 
how ereet the might be and. no ~est wos given, The death rate estimated 
at a minimum was 20%, 


As the construction of the railway was completed in October 1943, 
all the prisoneys excent those who were engeced in the maintenance work, 
were tronsferred to camps in Sias, Tho camps there could shelter the 
men from rain and the food situation snd eanitary conditions were im- 
proved, Those mon thought to be suitable for 1 certain kind of work were 
removed to French indies for a time and then transferred to Singapore 
on their way to Jepar. The war prisoners who were rescued, had been on 
a doard a steamer which departed from Singepore at the beginning of 
September and 1,300 En-lish and Australian prisonere vere aboard, 


When the stcemer wes sun’, the Japanese were busy rescuing their 
own people end the war prisoners were left to their fate; consequently 
most of them died. 


Ia presenting this to the Houso of Commons, I would like to express 
our profound thanks to the U.S,Submarines for efforts they made to rescue 
our survivors in disregard of the danger to themselves an? also for the 
care the; took of the rescued men, 


We have asked protecting Powers to maxe the strongest possible pro- 
test to the Japanese, 
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From the accounts of all the survivors I saw to my surprise that, 
despite the treatment of the Japanese, the morale of our prisoners of war 
had been maintained, Especially, our surgeon miraculously achieved a 
high measure of success in attending to the sick and wounded in spite 
of the insufficiency of medicines and medical facilities, 


I can't express my profound eympathy toward the relatives and 
friends of the prisoners of war, I regret that the matter has not been 
publicly announced, but it is necessary to let the Japanese Government 
know that we have come to ncssusa these facts, “Ye are collecting infor- 
mation from the survivors, Ali the details of the accounts which they 
give of other prisonors of war shall be immediately communicated to their 
next kin -- and, while she present report is in preparation we have 
obtained fron our protecting powers the information that the Japanese 
Government has not permitted representatives of the International Red 
Cross or of the protective powers to visit the prisoners of war canps in 
the areas occupied by Japan. 


The above fact explodes the denial by the Japanese Government of the 
Foreign Secretary's Commons statement regarding the treatment of 
prisoners of war detained in Burma and Thailand, 


This outrageous trmtment of prisoners of war constitutes one reason 
for our continuing warlike endeavors, even after the termination of the 
war with Germany until we thoroughly crush, in cooperation with our 
Allied Powers, the baneful militaristic autocracy which reigns supreme 
in present Japan, 


Tentative Translation of the Oral Message 
Gated July 4, 1944 from Swiss Legation, Tokyo, 


By the letter dated September 15, 1944, ad¢ressed to His Excellency 
General Hideki Tojo, the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, and by the 
latter dated December ©, 1944, to His Excellency Masayuki Tani, the Swiss 
Minister had the honor to communicate the aporehensions which the Fritish 
Government entertained as to the maltreatment accorded the prisoners of 
war at the Rengoon Camp, The London Government furnished, at the same 
time, a certain number of detailed facts relative to the same treatment. 


By letter No 32/C R., dated February 1945, Hie Excellency Foreign 
Minister answered to the Swiss Minister that the facts as mentioned in the 
above letter did not exist. 


The Swiss Minister never failed to convey the contents of this 
letter to his Government in behalf of the U.K,Government. 


The Swiss Legation has the honor to acquaint the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs with the fact that the British Government has, in a new 
communication made the following request to the Imperial Government for 
information as regards the treatment of the prisoners of war in Burma, 
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"1, First complaint concerns area of Moulmein and falle under 
three headings: 


A, Notifications: According to postcards printed by the 
Japanese Authorities, ebout 20,000 British anc Allied prisoners of war 
are detained in or near Moulmein, Transfer of prisoners of war to this 
camp bas never been notified; and it is believed that capture of many 
prisoners of war now in this and cther Burmese camps bas also never 
been notified, Nor has eny notification been received of numerous deaths 
that are known to have occurred there, 


B, Conditions: Conditions under which prisoners of war in 
Moulmein camp are detained are known to Kis Majesty's Government to be 
at least as bad as, if not worce, than those which existed in Thailand 
(c.f. the letter of the Swiss Minister to His Fxcellency Mamoru Shigemitsu, 
dated 5 July 1943). 


During October and November 1942, prisoners of war in Moulmein 
itself are known to have diod at rate of approximately 10 per diem; the 
principal cause of death being dysentery, In other camps administered 
by the Javanese authorities in or near Moulmein an even more appalling 
rate of mortality has occurred amongst prisoners of war working on that 
Burmese railway, These deaths are direct and inevitable result of con- 
é@itdons in camps and in particular of the wholly inadequate rations pro- 


vided by the Japanese authoritics, of the latter's failure to provide 
mod@icines or equipment in hospitals, of almost complete lack of adequate 
clotaing or even footwear and of severity of labor exacted from prisoners 


of war, 


C, Exhibition of prisoners; In February of 1944, 25 prisoners 
of war were paraded through the town of Moulmein. They were in an 
emaciatod condition and were forced to carry notices in Burmese stating 
thet they nad recently been captured on the Arakan front (which was not 
the case.) They vere further held up to ridicule and contempt by a 
Japanese officer who accompanioe the parade. Such proceeding are 
clearly contrary to honorable standarda of warfare and unworthy of a 
nation calling itself civilized, apart from being a breach of Article 2 
of the Prisoners of War Convention, e 


Letter dated Decomber 4, 1944 from Swiss Minister to Minister 
of Foreign Affairs (Protest by British and Australian Governments) 
Tentative Translation of the Letter dated December 4, 1944 from Swiss 
Minister to Minister of Foreign Affaire, 


I have the honor to acquaint Your Excellency with the fact that 
the British and Australien Goveramente have requerted my Government to 
convey the following communication to the Japanese Government. 


Some 150 Australian and Unitcd Kingdom survivors from the Japanese 
transport S.S, "Rakuyo Maru" torpedoed in South China Sea on Septomber 
12, have reached Australia and Great Britain, Following is 4 brief 
sumiary of the knowledge which has consequently come into the possession 
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of Hie Majesty's Govoruments in the United Kingdom and Australia 

regording tre tment of Yritieh and Australian prisoners of war by Japanese 
military authoritice; e13 available prieoners of war in Singapore and 
Java were inoved early in 1942 to Burma or Thailand, Australians were 

sent bv rea to Burma crowed into ships! holds which had been horizon- 
tally subdivided so that c.!lings were no more then 4 feet high, 

Priconers from the United Ringdou were vent by rail to Thailand so 

crowded into steel caitie trucks that they covld not even lie down curing 
the journey. They vere then marched some 90 niles, All were sent to 
work on the construction of a railway through primitive disease infected 
jungle in Thailane ed Burma, Jonéitionsa under which all there men lived 
an? worked were inhwien; euch accommofation ax was provided gave little 
or no protection apainse tropical rains or blazing sun. Worn out clothing 
was not replaced and cvon many lecked ciothing, doote and heed govering, 
The only focd provided. wor a onnikin of rice and a small quantity of 
watery stew three titce a Any but work had to go on without respite 
whatever cost in human suffering or life, The inevitable result was a 
dreadful death rete, the lowest estinsate ceing 20 per cent, These con- 
ditions contimued until the railway wae finished about October, 1°45, ° 
whon those not needed for maintenance work were moved to camps in Thailand 
ené later to Singepore en route to Japan, 


. 
The rescued men were on a ship which left Singapore early in Septeuber 
1944, Theres were probebdiy 1300 Uniteé Kinajom and Australian prisoners 
of war on board, After che wan sunk, the Japanese doliberately picked 


us all Japanose survivorr out left the prisonere to their fate, State- 
ments of our mer. conctitu'e direct an¢ unimpeachable evi¢ence of the out- 
rageous treatment by the Japanese of Cefenselens prisonors of war, 


I adé that I comuunicated to Eis Excellency Minister Suzuki in the 
letter dated Kovesver 12, that the rescuod men from Gukuyo Maru according 
to British information, arrived in England and Australia and that a public 
announcement would be given in both countries on tre basis of the accounts 
of those sien as to the maltreatment accorded the prisoners of war in 


Thailand and Eurma,. 
I hereo- exprees my his regard to Your Bxceilensy, 


Swiss Minister 
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Generel Cutline 


1. By order of the Imperial Genora! Haodqvarters, the preparations for 
the construction of this railway were comienced in Bune 1942 by the South 
Army with the view of using lt aa a groune supply route and a trade and 
treffic one between Thailand and Durua, being urged on by the proposal 

of the South Army an? the censiruction work war virtually begun in 
November 1942 in hopes of ccapleting it bv tne end of 1143. But while 
counter attacks, x Loularly tombinge, cf the British Indian Arny 
rapidly became flerie aad the situations in this ares considerably 
serious since the eni of she rainy season of 1942, our sea-transportation 
from Malay to Burra ewes became hard, Ae there could be found no 
groune traneport route fur its substitute, it was clearly estimated that, 
if the situctions were left as they were till the end of the next rainy 
senson, transportation +o Burma would be almost entirely interrupted and 
even the ¢Cefence of the area, not to mention »ositive actions, impossible 
and further wore the work itself quite difficult. For these reasons the 
Imperial General Headquarters ordered early in February 1943 to shorten 
the term of the work by <= months. ‘ith thie the South Army, together 
with the lerding staffe of the Generel Hendouarters, urged the work on, 
taking tle best possible measures and the working trooce also did their 
bost, so thit the work unde favorable progrees for the time being, Low- 
ever, as the rainy season efrlier then usual eet in, in addition to the 
bad. conditions in jungles since April or March of 1943 which the Japanese 
Army had never encountered before, victims of the work er-dually increased, 
not to speal: of the delay of schedvled work, Confronted with these bad 
conéditione, the Imocrial General Feadquertere ordered at last to postpone 
the perio¢ of the work by 2 months in snite of the fact that this order 
had a grave influence noon the operations in Burma, conridering the 
general situations of Burma front et thet time, and that the prospect of 
communication with Burma was becoming clear with the partial completion 
of the railway and local employment of newly constructed roads and water- 
waye paralled with the railway. 


2. It is not unnaturel thet a great many persons should be en- 
»loyed in such construction work in order to strengthen operation capacity. 
Thoug’. the South Army levied laborers on the spot and employec them in 
the work besides Jaounese troops, it was so difficult to gather a great 
many laborere immediately that the Sovth Army asked. permission to employ 
POW's in the work of the Imperial General Headquarters, Considering that 
the work was carried on in the reor far away from the first front, and 
that the railway would serve in the future ae a trade route between 
Thailand and Burma, the Imerial General. Headquarters comolied with the 
request and sanctioned the employment of POW's, Then the forced con- 
“etruction work was carried out in precipitous jungles spreading over 

400 k.m, conquering natural hindrances such as influence of bad weather, 
particularly that of the rainy season and the environment injurious to 
health etc, and eurmountine technical hindrances, such as time-limit due 

to operational needs, imperfect preoaration due to it, inadequate accomo- 
dations along the L. of ©, and inferior technical skill of the Japanese Arm 
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3. Though the Japavez9 Army did its best in tekxing the best pos- 
eible measures concuivubie at that timo in order to improve the treatment 
of the POY's ccoperating with the Jaoanose troops, laying stress on 
billeting, ration and health, many FOW'e fell victim of the work at last 
mich to our regret. 


We should like to declare the Japanese troops participated in the 
joys and sorrows of the TOW's avd native Javovers in the construction 
work, and by no means comoloted or intended to complete the work only at 
the eacrifice of Ful's. 


(NOTE) The Director cf conutruction cherished the mot%ew"POW's and 
eni laborers ere Fathers of Gonastruction," and consequently 
endeavored to isprove the treatmeat of POW's. 


Chapter 1, GFNERML OUTLINE OF CONSTHUOTION PROGRESS, 


Section 1, Details of thy Conetruction and State of Affairs in the 
Zarlier State (from June 1942 to the middie of Fetruary 1943) 


A. Details of the construction, 


1. With the dovslo ment of the North Burmasoperation, to construct 
®& railway connecting Tieilend anc Burma ae an onperntional supply route 
and a trade and traffic one between both countries had become so urgent 
that the South Army propese? its conetruction to the Imperial General 
He:dquarters, Thorofore the Jatter directed its proparation to the 
former in June of the same vearr, 


2. The preparations of the constructions are summerized as follows: 


(1) Route: kbout 400 km, from Nonpradoc to Tambisaya, along 
the River leonoi. 


(2) Transportation capacity: About 3,000 tons a day to each 
direction, 


(3) Prrioc: Scheduled to complete by the ond of 1943, 


(4) Materials: Mainly to use the matoriels on tne spot and a 
nart is transferred from the home islancs, 


(5) Military strength: ‘The Railwey Inspection Office, 2 railway 
regiments, the Railivay Meterdal Depot and some other 
auxiliary iroops. 


Labor (avxiliary perronnel): Laborere levied on the spot 
and FOW's. 
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3. In conformity with the above prenaration items, the South Army, 
setting about survey along the railway, negotiations with Thailand, 
establishment of conricuction bares, preparation of construction materials, 
arrangements rer jaborors, surver of militery geography and sanitary 
arrangements, moved the railwey units in Burma to the construction bases 
one aftor another and mude them cuoloy, Thus it prepared for the con- 
struction, 


As the nogoijations with Thailand were concluded at the beginning 
of Novemter ov tac same year, the ordem of the Imperial General Headquartere 
concerning uxecut'oa oF the railway construction was issued and soon after, 
in accorcance with the above items the order concerning the construction 
wee issued by the South Army, 


4, The Shicf inspector of the Second Railway Inspection Office 
(stayine in Bangxok) took commané of the following units of which the 
South Army Railway Ccvor was composed, Tre 5th Railway Regiment (its base 
was in Tamblenya) wns allotted the duty of conetruction on the Thailand- 
side, and the 9th Railway “egiment (its base was in Kanchanaburi) that on 
the Burma-side, The main part of the let Railway Material Depot was 
deployed in Nonpradoc and the other part in Raneun, Thus the preparations 
mace progress stcp by step, and virtual construction work was begun in 
December, commlyine with the above mentioned orders, 


The South Army Railway Corps. 


COMMANDER: The Chief Inspector of the Second Railway Inspection 
Office Major General Shimoda 


The Second Pailway Inspection Office 

The Fifth Railvay Reginant 

Tne Ninth Railway P-ciment 

The First Mateiial Depot 

Two units servinz on land 

Two buiicing units 

Two fietli well-dvilling wnits 

Tie Sieie Zpidem'ec prevention and Water-supply Depot Co-operators, 

The Thailand int:rnmont Camp 

The Field Sup»vly Park. 

5. Tae Lrajland Internysnt, Camp, having finished preparations, 

cooperated in the construction work from the beginning by order of the 
South Army, 


6. Allotment of duties, business system, system of POW's and out- 
line of duties, concerning the construction are shown in Annex 1, 2 and 3, 
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ALLIVERNT OF DUTIFS CONCERNING TYE RAILYAY CONSTRUCTION 


OFFICES RESPONSIBULITY DUTY AND BUSINESS 
AND UNIT 


ee | ee ere ———— as —— 


Imperial Cen Disectioas 1, Negoitations with the Ministry of War 
eral Hupdiguat- coire2T..ng concerning estimate and materials. 
ters. tha Pallway Zz, Diplomatic negotiations through the 
Gorst:uchlca Vinistry of War. 
3, Orders concerning the railway construc— 
tion (directiv-s of the Imperial General 
Headquarters). 
4, o help supply of materiale necessary 
for the construction, 
5. Directions of the construction complying 
with the operational needs. 
6, To decide whether the employment of 
PO''s is appropriate. 


ee pet OE EID 
Chief Suver- 1. To estimate and concentrate military 


viaor of Rail- strength and labor necessary for the rail- 
way Construc- way construction. Supply, maintenance and 
tion. sanitary arrangements for then, 
2, To make PO's cooperate with the con~ 
struction unite or to allot them to the 
units. 
%, Directions concerning the employment 
or POY's. 
4, Planning of the railway construction, 
5, To keep harmony between the railway 
construction units and cooperating attached 
units, 
CG, Meintenance of traffic routes and 
waterways necessary for the construction, 
cnc taicbesnieisiti dicate ee ET 
Railway Commander -in- 1, Inspection survey and construction of 
Inspection Chavge of lail- the route according to the railway con- 
Office way Construction serucvion plan. 
2. Employment of the railway units and 
attached units. 
3, To make POW's and laborers cooperate 
with the railway units or to allot then 
to the units, 
4, Directions concerning the employment 
of POW's. 
5, Negotiations with the Internment Camp 
concerning the employment of POW's. 
6, To take care of billeting, maintenance 
and health of POW's. 


PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/484533/ 


Document No. 1509-A 


ne 


OFTICE RESPONSIBILITY DUTY AND BUSINESS 
LON Se eee ae en Rn ame 
Railway  Ccumendor in 1. Construction of railway in the allotted 
Regiment chacse of rail- district. 
Way ocnsatructton 2. Employment of the allotted and co- 
in the allotted opereting POW's according to the directives 
districs. of the commander in charge of railway con 
struction. 
3, Negotiations with persons in charge of 
supervising POW's, 
4 To take care of billeting, maintenance 
end health of FOV's, 


i nn TEAL 


Internment To assis’ aid 1. To make PO's cooperate with the rail- 
Camp contvol the rail- way construction units or to allot them 
way construction to the units by order of the South General 
4n the capacity of Acny. 
the supcivisor of 2, Negotiations with railway construction 
POWs, units concerning the employment of POW's, 
3. Chieflv to take care of billeting 
maintenance and health of POW's and to 
request assistance to the units concerned, 
4. Execution of the business of super- 
vising POW's, 


eeepc enema EAE EAE, ADELA AAD NE 
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Annex 2 
BUSINESS SYSTEM CONCTRNING THE RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION. 


“Supervisor of |iChief of °{POW 
+2 Internment Campa Internment 1} belonging to it | 
| branch Camp ! 


eos - ———— 


| 

} ' ; 

| ae the begin- Cooperating: ,Cooperating in 
! 


_~_———- 


ning:covperating;! A part is jthe work, 
After:aliotted | allotted to--- 
i130 ===, ! \ 
| 
Chief Supervisor. iConmender in Commander in | 
of Railway Con- | charge of railway charge of Rail- 
struction ccnstruction j Way construction 
in the allotted, 


4 , district. A} 


» Commenter of}__. | Commander of | Ratiway unit | 
ilway Con i; Railway Regi 


struction nent A part of them 
is allotted to —-, 
gineer unit * 
L. of C, troops 
ard unis 


Sanitary unit 
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CHART SHOWING SYSTEM OF SMPLOYING POW's AND 
ALLOTTING DUTIES FOR THE RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION 
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(B) State of Affaire in the earlier stage (from June 1942 to the 
middle of February 1943). 


1, In accordance with the pbove details, the preparatory works euch 
AB survey worl, collection of materials necessary to maintenance of the 
bases an¢ A part of «rovnd-conrtruction etc, were commenced, 


‘The construction wna commenced from both sides, Thailand and 
Burma, and the supoly in the rear was assieted by the Army stationing in 
Thailand in the cese of the former and by tie Burma Arny Group in the case 
of the latter, 


Ze Virtual construction work was commenced in November, 1942; an 
oréer to put it into practice being given, 


3. However, the ar ae where the railway wee to be constructed were 
covered with great jungles and if we had waited the completion of the sur- 
vey of the whole route, the construction verio¢ would have been so pro- 
longed that the work wan carried out keeping nace with the survey. There- 
fore, ar to entination of quantity of labor and materials, sufficient 
measures could not be prearranys;e¢., 


4, In January 1943 when the wor’ wae smoothly progressing, Major 
General Shi:oda, the commander of the conatruction, while natrolling 
over the conetruction ara in an nirolane, in order to inevect the work, 
was ‘cilied > crashing against a border mountain between Thailand and 
Burma, Major Irie, the chief staff of the construction, riding with him 
in the same olane was also killed at the sume tie, 


5. In this perio¢ the number of FOW's increased by degrecs and 
POw's in Java an? Sinrapore were traneferre¢e to the construction areas, 
The Thailanc Internment Camo errdvally enlarged itrelf anc assisted the 
ce onetruction work on the Thailand-side with main etrengtr while that on 
the Surme-side with the other strength, 


ECTION II State of Affairs in the Period during which the 
Construction wes urged on, 


(From the mi¢dle of Feb. 1943 to the midéle of July, 
1943) 


A. How and why the conetraction per.od wae cut short, 


a Since the end of the rainy season of 19+¢, the counter-attack 
on Burma of the British Indien Army became so ravidly violent and the 
situations ir this area so serious; the British Army being steadily re- 
inforced with ailitar’ strength and goods, Besides, the only trensport 
route by sea became so dangerous as wae almost interrupted by the eneny' s 
disturbance both from the sea and air, Hence the Japanese Imperial 
General Neacquarters keenly felt the necessity of completing the rail- 
way connecting Thailand and Burwa end intended to urge the construction on, 
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Namely at that time transportation of militery strength and goods 
with whic. the Burme Army Group was being greatly reinforced to cope 
with the critical situations in Burma caused by the counter-attack of 
the Sritish InJian army, reliod on the saa route from Singapore elone, 
But in adcition to the shortase cf chipping this route was extremely 
menaced. both db: the enem~ slancs end submarines and. thue the prospects 
of transporvation increasingiy tocame dark, Though we tried to cut a 
road from Roheng to Mouw.mein via lesot, it was uneucceceful as too many 
trucks were recu.red ane the labor was out,cf proportion to the effect. 
At last we faced such plight as we had to rely upon forced supyly execu- 
ted by small ocatr, 


Tris traneportnlion by force could be barely executed by taking 
acvantage of the raluy season and was expecte¢ to de available only till 
Septenber 1943, Under the oircumstance that suspension of the sea transs 
port anc generl counter attack of the British In¢cian Army were expected 
immeCiately arter the rainy sopson, a ground transport route for its sub- 
stitute was absolutely uecuseary for the Jenanese army. Moreover, it was 
ecoected that untcss it was comieted by the end of the next rainy season, 
the Army grou, operating in Surme would conm- to a crisis and at the same 
time the corstruction of the railway connecting Thailand and Burma would 
become quite difficult, 


The Imperiel General Ueadauartere, not to mention the South Army, 


were much anxious about the circumetence and discussed the counter— 
mearure an¢ triec to find a break in the Ceeclock, Finally they could 
not but conclude that there was no other way than to comlete by the end 
of the rainy season the railw>. connecting Thailand and Burma under construc: 
tion at that time and internce? to cut short the comatruction period, having 
been driven to the :°st externityr, 

¢, Then, the imperial General Hendquartern conrulted with the South 
Ariiy, and being aware of many ¢ifficulties such as shortage of military 
stren-t):, lebor and saterials. great amount of the wort, Gestructive in- 
fluence of the rainy serson and unhealthy evrroundings, yet both agree 
ing upon soceding up of the work by all possible means and shortening of 
the wort, took necessary mensures reevectively, Viz, estimating the 
whole amount or the earth-work from the result of the surve executed 
by thet time and prudently examining the militar: strength, labor and 
wateriale the Hesdquerters lowered the construction guage (from 3,000 
tons © Gay to each direction to 1,000 tone) and as to militar’ strength, 
labor anc. material, tool every measure possible in the cap*city of the 
Central office, e pectine to shorten the construction period of 4 months 
anc to complete the work by the en* of August 1943, 


They cen be summarized as follows: 
(1) To restore the 4th Battalion, the 5th Railway Regiment in 
Kwontune to the home resziment. To alter the democilization schedule of 


the 4th Auxiliary Failway Unit and to prepare for its allotment to the 
railway construction units, 
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(2) To deliver 150 km, rails which are uncer charge of the 
central office and veserved in the south area, many rock-@rills and a 
large quantity of explosive, 


(3) fo despatch meCical veterans in ordor to intensify mea- 
sures Avainst maleria, 


3. As the tactical rituetions in Hart Mew Guinea were critical at 
that tine, and breakdown of the t.gating frovmt in this area exnected 
ininent, quick reinforcement to the front of West New Guinea and Banda 
See areas wos beine carried out; transnortetion units, supply devote 
and atrfield constriction units which could be diverted to this purpose, 
were denpatchei or were en route to there eress, As to leborers, they 
were insufficient te a certoin degree, owirg to the necescity of building 
up solf-suproct industry or the snot caused by insufficient sun%ly to the 
South army, arifield consvraction for defence and deenatching laborers 
to the atove diverleé. unite: shortage of labor was rising even in the 
over—populatei Java. Thea the South srny, according to the order to cut 
short the construction »eriod of the Theiland-Burma railway, diverted the 
following units vnich had been by thet time exployeé in urgent operational 
Cuties to the railway construction, an¢ at the same tine ordered that each 
sector commancer of Zurma, Theilené, Trench Inco-China, Malaya anc. Java 
districts shoulé sive assistance to the railvav construction, anc took 
appropriate measures esp+ciaily in the savstematic supply and maintenance 
of leborerr, As to PC's, they were trensferred there all the way from 
Prench Indo-China and Java, trking into coneideration the above mentioned 
situation, Thur we tried to increase labor canacity. 


(1) The 4th Auxiliary Railvay Unit, the 41st Independence 
Ge rison Infantry Battalion, the Imserial Guards Railwey Regiment, the 
Séth Ingineer Regiment, the 42n1 L, of C. Aree Unit, the Field Construc~ 
tion Service Unit o7 the 14th Division, main part of the Bpicemic Pre- 
vention and Yater-supply Depot of the South Army and the Field Hospital 
of the 2lst Division, 


(2) Two internment branch camps in Malaya (about 10,000 POW's), 


(3) A motor-car company and 700 trucke, 


B. Transition of situations, 


1, Because of the arrivel et the construction spot of the military 
streneth, lebor, PO's en? construstion materiele reinforced according 
to the above moasrres, the work further progressed since the end of March, 


2. After Major General Shimoda'r death Major General Takasalcdi 
succeeded bim ae the commonder of the walilway cor.struction, and arrived 
at the s.ot in the siddle of Bebriscry of the same year, and the work : 
wat belug eagerly carried on ae before. 
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3. Contrary to our expectation, the rainy season set in one 
April in Thatinnd and in the middle of April in Burma, which influence 
upon the woxk and supvly were tremendous, 


4. At the sere time, choJera which had been prevalent in some 
areas of Burne, was zpiead oves the border line between Thailand and 
Burma, and si maltaneously with the setting-in of the rainy season, became 
increaeingiy prevaient, June was itn most prevalent time when there 
broxe out svout 6-000 cares (uf we rtch 1,200 were the POW's) of which 
about 4,960 orove’ fatal (of whica about 500 odd were the POW's), 

Thus many fell victin cf the work in a short time. As thie fact inspired 
fear in the lnoovers on the unot, meny fied awey and even some cases 
stole oul of a nostital, The sit:ations, canseroue both from the view- 
point of enicem.c prevention and the work itself, were brought about, 


5. AS cCwiera was prevailing, the Headquarters not only dispatched 
medical eutho».vizs there, but cent some staff officers in order to make 
them teke nucesi ary steos, and the South Army, also, often dispatched 
principal melical cfticevs ond scme statf officers in order to cope with 
the situation; tho ccnstruction vnits fulfilled their duties, overcoming 
unfavorable circumstances: the owisoners of war earnestly cooperated 
with then, 


6. On the other hand, as an emergency road for automobiles and the 
newly constructed railway were often destroyed and the bridges often 
washed away bevwsusc of the long heavy rain, the ground transportation 
wes ant to be tied un, aad as it was impossible to sail un the Keonoi 
to the uwer reacnesa for one month, its rising being slow, we were freauetly 
faced with a crisis, 


Particularly, the construction unit on the Burma-side, naving no 
parallel waterways, toiled and moiled at the construction of a rain-tight 
road, by which it Gouid transport necessnry materials, Yor this reason, 
the railway construction work war inevitably suspended for a while, The 
construction unit on the Thajland-side, waiting the rising of the Keonoi, 
mage ure of it and narrowly e capad atarvation, At that time though 
rations to unite in the innermost regions was below the standard owing 
to such circumstances, vet consiiering the characteristics of POW's food, 
scores of catile were driven by land in order to sup»ly them with meat, 


Ce The above-mentioned di Siculty of transnortation caused delay 
of supsly aud gave rise to malaria, endemic, and gastroenteric disorder, 
together with meinutrition. Counled with difficulty in medical supply, 
the number of the patients increased in spite of the toil of medical 
units, 


It is clear that the prisoners of war who were not use. to wild life, 
would gere*tiy suffer, 
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8, Tcwards the eni of April, Major General Takasaki, the commander 
of the railway construction, caught malarie, and yet he continued to ful- 
fill his duty until he fell down on bed, The situations came to the worst. 


9, The working units, however, endeavored to fulfill their duty, 
overcoming all difficulties, 


Sect. ISI How ani why the wariod of construction 
work wes deiavyeli by two months and state 
of aftsirs duving that pericd. (From the 
micéie of July to October, 1943), 


he Confrontel with the etate of pffrire above-mentioned, the 
Imperial Genera. Eeacquarture dispatched the Dircecer of Transportation 
and Communication aac. uorbers of the Goneral Staff to the scene of con- 
struction work to ohverve tho state of affairs thera, and came to the 
conclusion that if ths: dorced work vera to be continued with the aim of - 
completing the plan by tha ond of Avgust, nothing but nunecessary sacri- 
fice would follow; and coaviiering the genera? situations of Burma front 
at that time, the prospect of communication with Burma becoming clear 
with the partial completion of the railway, and local employment of newly 
constructed roads and waterways parallel wit> the railway, order was at 
last given to deiay the completion of the construction work by two months 
in order to reduce victims, in epite of the fact that this order had a 
grave influence uon the operations in Furma area, Major General Ishi¢a 
was newly appoihtcd to the director of construction for perfect realiza- 
tion of this scheme, 


2. Major General Ishida, the new director of construction arrived 
at his post on the sixteenth of August 1943; He aimed at the completion 
of the wor: by the cnd of October, renewed the organization of the staff, 
endenyored to stiminte the morale, and wan always in the van of the party, 
the main object of reorganization being in the innovation and improvement 
of the supervision of working conditions, 


Ee cheriehed the elogen, 'Prisoners of war and laborers are 
fathers of conutruction', corrected the erroneous idea of 'mastership! 
prevailing among the officere aué men, end was foremost in making per- 
sonal inspection and improvement of the normal life of the prisoners of 
war, 


3. The rainy season which culminated in Auguct, gradually reduced 
the amount of rainfall, an¢ tne working nerty dld their best for the com 
pletion of the work, sacmounting ever increasing difficulties in the 
innermost regions. The activities of the water line of comaunications 
making use of the River Keonot and the strennous efforts of the working 
troops and the cooperating units in carrying on forced work favored the 
coordination between the oreservation of military strength and labor 
(completion of supply work begun at the ending of the rainy seaeon in 
September at the ends in the inner regione) and the execution of tasks, 
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Thus, on the seventeenth of October, 1943, the two railways, started 
from erst and west, 415 Kilometers in length, wore joined together at 
Konkoiter and the forral ceremunies for the opening took place on the 
°Sth of the same month, 


Sect. IV Conditions after the completion of the 
Construction (from Nov, 1943 to Aug. 1945) 


1,¥ith the somplotion of the construction work, the South General 
Army, in accordance with the gsuera). situation at thet time, took 
ereatest cere in restoring the huaith of the prisoners of war, enlarzed 
and improved the sanitary arreneement et Thai Internmont Camp and endeavored 
to concentrate privoners of war et waiubrious quarters where billetting 
and supply « ere vasily accessibie, two brane camon of the Malay Intern 
ment Caups being me:gea to the Main Internment Ceap in Shonen (Singapore). 


2. The railvay working troons cooperated in the concentration 
activities, rendersd sucvices in renuing back invalid prisoners, in 
accommocating billet Zesilittes. and employed not -wroe than one thousand 
healthy prisoners in urgent and incisrensable supolemer.tary construction 
work, the rest boing left with lezcencd labor, By special order of the 
Director of Construction, a monument was errectod esch in Thaiiand and 
Burma to consvic these daparted epirite of the rrisoners of war and 
ordinery laborers engaged in thie ecnetruction worl’, & mass was hold and 
their souls (deenly vonerated in the fasion of Imperial Japanese ceremony.) 


3. The railwry working troops rlso wheeled round successfully into 
Burma, and from March 1944 on, tha remaining work was carried cut entirely 
by a party mainly comoosed of the 4th Special Railway Unit, and part of 
the staffs of the Thai Intemment Camp cooperated in the retiaining work 
while the main body tried to rogein their physicel strength, only making 
preparations for sending prisoners back to Japan. 


4, From that tinue on, thousan¢s of prisoners of war were employed 
for maintaining railway services until the end of the war, being taken 
special care of the vrecervation and improvernont of their health, 


During this perio¢, there were no smal) casualties suffered by 
the Allied air bembing, 


CHAPTSS IT 


Infiuence on the Construstion and oa the supervision 
of POW's, its countermenaures and their realization, 


Section 1, 


Various factors waking difficult the construction and supervision 
of POW's;: 
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(A) Technical hindrances, 


Le Operational demands restricted the term of construction work 
(1.B. to be compieted in ebout ten months after it was started in earnest). 
Thies wae a forced construction and there fo).lowed meny unressonable 
demands in various querters. 


2, ‘The inexperience of the Japanese Army in ger-at construction 
work in the jungle made it eepecially diffie lt for them to make fair 
estimation of their werk there, which was the greet caues of miscarrying 
the programe and banpering the execution of conetructioa work, and they 
found it very difficult to make scrupulous and appropriate preoarations 
beforehand, 


3, The Japanese Army were poor in mechanized tools and matsrials 
and in the equipment of supply. 


They had to accomolish this work with manpower, instard of 
mechanical power, with no small wste of physical strength which followed, 


(8) Yatural hindrances. 


1, The construction was a hazardous one whici had to be carried 
out through the geographicul hindrance of a graat jungle belt extending 
on the border of Thailand and Burma untrodden oefore, where epidemics 
and pestilence are prevalent, Tis construction work was 415 kilometers 
in length, the total amount of earthwork 4,000,000 cubic meters, rock- 
clearing about 300,000 cubic metres, the total length of bridging about 
15 kilometres. 


On the Thai side, there were rather too many spots on the line where 
rock-clearing had to be done: the River Mecron had to be crossed near the 
base, and excavation of cliffs was necessary in order to go along tre 
Feonoi Valley. 


On the Burms side, the two riverr, Shitten and Salwin, hindered 
supoly from the base in Rangun, (27.8. the iron railway bridge on the 
Snittan had been Gestroyed, and the working troops hurriedly constructed 
A wooden railway bridge 2 kilosetres in leneth, and ren locomotives brought 
fro.w Burma, ) 


Roads were the only routes of sup»l’, there were no waterways running 
in parallel, many rivers intersecting the line of construction. 


*, Generally speaking. the temmerature is high with high pe-centage 


of humidity, but among ihe mountains, it is chilly in January, and, during 
the rainy season, the temperature sometines falle, 
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In this district, we suffer a good deal from the influence of the 
rainy season, especially on the Burme side, (1.3. Tenaseriun District is 
noted for its maximum reinfall}. During the rainy season, hurriedly con- 
structed motor roais and newly built railronsds were very difficult to 
maintain, and wore e great cause of hindering supply. On the Thai side, 
fince the middle of May, a through motor car comzuzication was suspended, 
on the Surma side, with difficuity kept up by every available means, 


When the waters of the Meonci rose, it could be utilized for naviga- 
tion, serving ae a lino of comms cetion, but whon in flcod was rether a 
hindrance to communication. fico, tasediately after tha rainy season sets 
in, no navigation 18 poosible for about twenty daye wiion the waters rise 
flowly, During this veriod, there lurks the danger of susnension of 
through communication both on lend and on wetor, On the Burme side, both 
railway bridges and rvad bridges on the Mezari and Winyau (doth rapids, 
with driftwoods in them) were gwevt away and the supply was in crisis, 


3. Bad eanitary conditions, 


Maligaant malaria is prevalent in those regions where the con- 
struction work was carried on. Moreover such epicemics 18 cholera, pest, 
siall—pox etc, are raging all the vear wound, Tho influence cf the rainy 
season and the native laborers brought into thore regions made worse the 
senitary conditions there, 


Another hindrancs to be specially noticed is the fact that the 
rainy season sot in one mouth earlier then usual, For this reason, various 
countermessures against the rainy ceason had not yet been complete, when 
“e were taken by surprise, with the coneequence thet most of our utmost 
endeavor came to nothing, The «ffect wre decisive and fatal to our work, 
tuovly and maintenuanc-, to the sanitary arrangement.etc., and counled 
with the simultaneous sudden prevalence of cholera, the construction 
work and the suverintendence of prisoners becane much more difficult, 
end the number of victiis incrensed, 


Sect II, Various countermeasures and their execution. 
Sunmary, 


1, The success of this constriction solely Cepended u20n the pre- 
paredness in the rearward area, Thercfo ¢, the South Goncral army fully 
eéknowledged the necessity of: 


Preparation for suvply 

Measures for sanitary arrangenent, 

Securing and mainiaining labor 

Securing and portiine ov materinis of construction, and every endeavor 
wes made for the realization cf this plan, 


2. In June 1942, at the tine when order was going to be given for 
the preparation of this construction work, the South Army had dispatched 
line of communicetion trvuops, especially transport troops to other front 
(mainly in Burma) nad cwing to the scarcity of tennsportation cavacity to 
send for these *rocps to the scene, the construction work made no rapid 
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progress. Moreover, there was a great flood in the autwan of 1942 in the 
vasin of the river Menam in the central plain of Tiailani, and Bangkok, 
one of the base depots on the line of communications, was under water, 
became like an isolated island, and greatly hempered the preparations for 
construction, 


3. On the other hand, these preparations in the rear were being 
made through diplomatic negotiations with Thai Government, and no speedy 
solution could be hoped for. Unter these circumstances various prepara- 
tions could. not be made satisfactorily, and we ‘ere obliged to begin the 
construction work stey by ster, 


4, In February 1943, two months after the construction was started 
in earnest, the necessity of opefations due to the circumstances abote 
mentioned suddenly demanded curtailment by four months of the period of 
construction, and every measure was teken to cope with the situation. 

The Imperial General Headquarters and the South Army did their best in 
lowering the guage of construction, and in incressing fighting strength 
and material, the working party was no leas active in making desperate 
efforts for the realization of the plan, 


But these counter~measures of shortening the period of construction 
were not sveediiy put into execution for various reasons: especially the 
road for concentrneting troops was stretching too far and the transporta- 
tion capacity too low. 


The concentration of fighting troops, labor and supyly was at ite 
height during the rainy season (the earlier setting-in of the rainy 
season cannot be overlooked), and it wne our greatest regret that we 
could not fully display our fighting strength, 


(A) Supply ahd maintenance, 


1, With the curtailment of construction period, establishment of supply 
eystem Decome a burning question for securing and meintaining the increased 
military strength and labor, But in this period, there was a serious 

lack in the line of commnication troops (which were the main force in 
this area),esnecially in motor trucks, and it wae not before the enrlier 
oart of April, 1943 that the deployment was over of the line of cojsimsuni- 
cation troons (which had dy every means been extracted and allotted to 
this earce and thet svstematic suppiy in the construction area was started, 
The delay of meking prep rations for Line of communication system, coupled 
wit the early setting in of the rainy season, made the general counter- 
measures for rainy season discordant, followed by the difficulties of 

sup 2lv during that season, 


2. Measures taken for the establishment of supply and transportation 
system were ss follows: 


(a) Emnoshasis was laid on the counter-measures for the rainy season, 
and considering the topographical characteristics, on the Burma side, 
preparations were nade, from the outset, for the construction of 
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rain-tight roads, and on the side of Thailand, hurried construction of 
motor roads parallel with the railway wan urged. At the enme tine, we 
were ready for utilizing waterline of communication aiong the river 
Keonoi, and negotiations were made for the procurement of barges in large 
quantities, 


(bo) As the conetruction work progressed, the South Army sent two 
motorcar companies ani SOO enpply motor trucks and incrsaesd motor repair 
corps (two ccrps five sectione), 


N.B. There were no considerable reserve units at that time, and 
livastres wera taken for employing war materials in store 
fow use by groups operating in isolated islands. 


(c) Plans were made for pushing forward the head of heavy construc~ 
tion train, and on the 7*-4side, efforts were centcred rounc the spot 90 
kilometres from the etarting point for cutting through cliffs, and plans 
were made for the preparation of pushing supply base as far forward as 
Wanyai (125 kilometres from the aterting »oint). In burma ara, the 
head. of heavy construction train was pushed forward 18 km from the 
starting point). 


(&) Pushing supply point forward, 


On the Thai side, a brench office of the freight denot was pushed 
forward from 'Panoon' urea to Kanchanaburi; which wae a march of 50 kn 
into the construction area. On the Burma side, supply points were pushed 
forward from Rangun area to Moulnein area, 


3. The above-mentioned counter-measures were put into execution as 
follows, accompanied by such results as are stated below and influenced 
by the rainy season: 


(a) ‘The hurriedly constructed parallel motor road was completed on 
5th April 1943, but on the Thai eide, it was nothing more than an improve- 
ment of packhorse way with meny curves, upon which motortrucks ran at an 
average speed of about 10 km per hour with an average maximm loading 
capacity of 1 ton (average -- about 500 ke.) 


The nain part of the newly delivered suppiy motor trucks (200 cars) 
were put into active use for only about twenty Cave before the rainy season 
set in, and only 40 % of these cars were fit for service, many of them 
often breaking down, Therefore, every effort war mede for the supply of 
fixed rations, and attomos were made to pile uo reserve stocks of provi- 
sion and forage for use in the inner regions during the rainy season, but 
were not successful, During this period there was no great difficulty in 
the supnly of etaple ration, although a certain quantity of supplementary 
rations were lacking in the inner regions, 


The motor trucks were sent there too late; the construction of the 
motor road was not comolete within the apnoirted time; during the dry 
season, the road was in active use only for a short time; there was a 
shortage ivi transportation capacity; these were the muin cauces for the 
lack of rations above-mentioned, 
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On the Burma side, the road constructed parallel with the railway 
was comparatively woll prepared, and as a whole, there was no difficulty 
for supply during the dry seavon. 


(b) On the side of Uhailecd, the head of the heavy construction 
train re ched Wanyai (125 km. from the starting point) about the middle 
of May, but the rainy -eason vet in May, and the road bed was broken in 
many places, In July the River Keonoi overflowed its banks, the railway 
was flooded between Zanchangburi and Panpon and trains on the newly con- 
structed line were held wn for bout twenty cays, The stretching work 
further than Wauyai made but little prerress hindered by the difficulty of 
rock-clearing, On tho Eirma vide, the 4a) of the heavy construction 
train reached the spot erout 40 kn, from the etarting point by the middle 
of April, but during the rxiny season, it was difficvlt to stretch the 
railway of the hesvy constuction train on account of the soft and weak 
road bed, 


(c) Thus, the supply was comparatively easy during the drv season, 
but as soon as the rainy season set in, the roads both in Thailand and 
Burma were full of mud with marshy olaces here and there, which permitted 
no motor-car traffic, while the waters in the rivers did not rise rapidly. 
For a month (in Me:9, through treffic both on land and water was held up, 
the supply was cut short, and those stationed in the inner regions -~ 
100 km, along the line, had to be contented with half or one third of the 
suocly of fixed rations, 


But with the rising of waters in the River Keonoi since June, 
lend traffic was suverseded by water traffic, the water line of communi- 
cations was stretched, and by the end of July, establishment of the water 
line of communications was completed between Panoon and Niike (°70 km); 
on the other hanc, the Government of Thailand was urged to offer ships; 
from March on, ships were gradually gathered together and by the end of 
July more than 700 tugboats and 1200 lighters were se@ured, by which 
critical situation of supply could be entirely swept away. 


During this period, the activities in the upper rapids of the 
Water Transportation Corps of the Imperial Guard Ingineer Regiment, the 
activities on the water of the personnel from the company serving on land 
and from the motor cur company, the efforts of the line of communication 
troons in the unified emilvoyment of these activities, together with the 
water transportation eupoly carried out by the internment camo itself, 
enabled to discharge the duties of supply work during the rainy season, 


(4) During the time when transportation and communication doth on 
land and on water hac b-en suspended, shortage of supnly was locally 
covered by sending and receiving stocks accumulated in various parts of 
the inner regions. Special consideration was given to the daily food 
especially the side dishes, of the prisoners of war, and from the middle 
of May on, herds of cattie wero driven by land into the inner regions every 
several days, This was successiul and nearly one thousand of cattle were 
eecured on the Thai side alone, 
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(s) On the Burma side, where there were no waterways available, 
supply had been going on smoothly until the middle of April, but with 
the rainy season setting in about that time, ite influence was consi- 
dera ile, and in June, railway bridges and road bridges on the Mezari and 
Winyau were swept away, The working troops concentrated their efforts 
on relay intercommunicetion and maintenance of the road, held to the 
line of supply desparately and could barely continue supply, but near Niike 
in the inner regione rotor tracke broke Gown one after another, the 
supply was suspended ant some cf the troops were withdrawn from that 
region, But with the ricing of weters, wateriine of communications was 
stretched from the sce of ‘aaijand ané in Juiy, supply could be made as 
far as Wiike. 


(f) As is evident from the above-mentiored circumstances, difficulty 
of transportrticn in eupply arose from the influence of the rainy season, 
and jistress existed. in various parte of the inner regions, All the 
Japanese working troops and a little less than one third of the prisoners 
of war were wuffeving from the influence, Details of sup>ly for the 
prisoners of war are given below, 


(g) Japanese army stationed in Thailand and Burma Army Group were 
responsible for supply to the internment camps, but since the establish- 
ment of line of communications early in April 1943, the task of supplying 
provisions was assigned to the railway unit. 


In supplying provisions to the prisoners of war, special atten- 
tion was paid for al.otting fixed rations in accordance with various 
prescriptions of the law, and at the beginning of 1943 an addition of 
50 gr, in the supply of both staple food and supplementary ratione was 
decided upon by the South Army, Furthermore, provisions were revised 
and several times the amount of the fixed rations for the POW's was in- 
creased on account of their being engaged in heavy labor. 


(nh) As is mentioned above, the branch internment camps situated 
imnermost regions suffersi from chortage cf rations in the same degree 
as the Japancee soldiers during the rainy soason, In order to facilitate 
the supply work at the ends, executed by the internees themselves, the 
conetruction party delivered 30 motor trucks and scores of boats successive: 
since the latter part of March 1943, 


Besides this, the internment camp had about 50 motor trucks and 
about the same number of boats, and was actively engaged in transporting 
supplies. 


(4) Acquisition in large quantity of supplementary rations, especiall 
vegrtables, was difficult, and “uring the dry season they were liable to 
be spoiled while they were being carried a long distance; while during the 
rain’ season, they were always lacking owing to the difficulty of trane- 
portation, To cope with these situations, a great effort was made to 
encourage growing of vegetables so as to be able to do without the supply 
of supplementary rations, and considerable results were obtained in this 
way, Fishing in the River Keonoi had to be prohibited for a long time 


hi 
Was°S Great nintrance o better nourfehnant, ~ We “1°N6 St” Pankey which 
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(3) Articles of luxury for internees (butter, cheero, sugar, coffee, 
black tea, etc.) were specially supolied by the South Army, 


(k) Spare suits of clothes were supplied by the South Army, but 
were not by any means enough. 


(r) The ¢ifficulties of supply work ‘uring the rainy season were 
as above-stated, Enemy counter-attacke in Burma with the end of the 
rainy season could clearly be foreseen, Therefore, an army group en 
route to Burma (two divisions, part of tvoops under direct control of 
the Army, individual soléier an. civilian erployee)marched along the 
railway under constzustion from April to Sentember 1943, It was natural 
that the construction troups assisted them with munitions and there 
occurred no small shortage in the store of provisions. 


To sum u., under she circumetancen in that period, billeting and 
Fupoly could not be anything but uns&tisfactory, and both Japanese army 
and prisoners of war were obliged to endure hardships and privations. 


(II) Billeting. 


1, Billeting facilities in Thailand were somewhat different from 
those in Burma, 


On the Thai side, the working party had the advantage of utilizing 
the watercourse for supply during the rainy season, and employed the 
method of deploying ou the whole line and of working all along the line 
simultaneously; curtailment of the construction period, howevcr, necesei- 
tated quick deployment in the inner regions, and there was no time to 
build enough cottages (a kind of hut made of bamboo poles and 'chaku' — 
roofplant ——- called nipper-house) to billet the working party. Tents 
were generally used, only key points of construction having billeting 
facilities, The Soutr Army, therefore, issued almost all the campaign 
tents on hand to the construction party, to accommodate nearly fifty 
thousand men, and afterwards ten odd thousand for sup ~lementary use, 


2. On the Burma side, consideration had from the outset been given 
to the eupply work curing the rainy season, and method of working from 
the ends had been taken in order to steadily push forward working sectors 
by gradually establishing supply from the starting point. Groups of 
billeting huts (nipper-houses) were built at intervals of from 5 to 10 kn, 
tents being sonetines used for carrying »bout during novements, 


3. The POW's in the Internmant Camp, following the example of the 
construction party, built huts by themselves, and the construction party 
cooperated with then when necessary, Considerable working personnel 
were allotted for the work of the Internment C itself and for the 
improvement of its supervision and datnbennsee, tet, Attached Table I) 
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4. Since May, after the setting-in of the rainy season, camp life 
proved defective: a wet vit was especially unwholesome; every effort 
wae made to raise floors xn< spviled beddings were exchanged for new 
ones, At the same time, ni»per-houses gradually took the place of tents, 
Only bamboo poles could be obtained on the spot, roof—plant (chaku) being 
imported from other districts, 


But the supply of chain was not sufficient owing to the diffi- 
culties of securing eni transporting them in large quantities. Thus, 
nipper-houses were built alms‘ everywhere excepting the inner regions 
ebout 100 km. along the Jine of construction. But even those nipper- 
houses were not complete to beax ‘he heavy rain coming down every day. 


5. In order tc accommodate the marching troops, (into Burma) pre- 
paration were made for arranging resting places with tents (standard 
capacity 260 men) and billeting areas (standard capacity 500 mon) were 
almost comaleted carly in May. 


These facilities were utilized by the working party and the 
prisoners while they were shifting places within the construction area, 


(III) Sanitary arrangements. 
1. ##Outline of Medical service. 


1, Taking into consideration the characteristics of this con 
struction work area, preservation of heaith of the working party was a 
matter of greateet concern, success of this railway cunstruction de- 
pending upon it. The South Army, therefore, attached greatest importance 
to the service of sanitation, and, following the example of building a 
canal at Panama, mace reenforcement in sanitary organization, The main 
body of the South Army Epidemic Prevention and Water Supply Corps, which 
was the oply etundisg opideniec provontion wates supply cerga threvgheut 
the Soyth Ares, waa Allotiod ta: diitdes af vervice of emnitatios; at the 
ease tine almost all the sanitary organizations under the direct control 
ef the South Army were exhaustively concentrated and were placed under the 
control of the Director of Railway Construction. 


Moreover, necessary medical service corps were extracted from the 
army corpse engaged in first line operations and were allotted to the 
medical organization, Considering the situation of the general opera- 
tions at that time, this effort can never be underestimated, 


2, In taking care of the health of the prisoners of war, the 
syetem of the supervising organization of prisoners of war was mainly 
followed, and about 900 medical personnel of the Allied captives and 
sone of the Japanese medical pers nnel were engaged in the service, About 
fifty-five invalids were in charge of one medical personnel, and this 
ratio was high compared with those of Japanese army (200 cases to one 
medical personnel attached to a unit) and ordinary working party 
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(200-300 cases to one medical personnel), But the composition of sanitary 
corps belonging to the Internee camp was not suited to field maneuverabilit; 
and could not be made to display its ability to the full, 


3. At the outset, the Thai Internment Camp was in cooperating 
relationship with the conetruction party, and the service of sanitation 
was being carried out by the corpse itself, Japanese medical corps going 
to its assistance when necessary, Sut there ‘rose the necessity of 
intensifying the general control of the medical service, and in July, 
1943 this camp was placed uncer the control of the Director of Construc- 
tion, after which unification of medical service wes realized, resulting 
in the innovation of medical activities, 


4, The organization of the Railway Mcdical Corps, South Arny, 
is as is shown in Attached Paper IV, 


On the Burme side, medical services were carried out by the 
medical organs belonging to the Burma Ares Army, under the superintendence 
of the Railway Medical Corps, South Army, 


Table of Railway Medical Corps, South Army, 
Chief of the Medical Corps -- Colonel Kitagawa, A.U.C. (succeeded by 
Colonel Hayana, A.M.C. after killed on the 


field). 
Main body of the South Army Epidemic Prevention Vater sup ly Corps. 


2n¢ Division Field Hospital (Transferred from Shonan) 
¢ 8 " Malay) 

2let Division Field Hosvital { " " French Indo-China) 

16th Line of Communication Hoepital (Traneferred from Burma) 

56th Division Field Hospital ( Transferred from Burma) 

Part of each of Zlst Division Epidemic Prevention Water Supply and 
Medical Corps. (Passing Army Group) 

Part of each of 2n¢ Division B-idemic Prevention Water Supply and 
kKedical Corps (Transferred from Malay) 

54th Division Field Hospital (Passing Division) 

16th Sick Transvortation Section (Transferred from Thailand) 

Other meCical personnel belonging to railway units and line of 
communication area troops. 

Prisoners of war Medical Service Personnel (special organization) 
co-operated by 

Local Laborer's Medical Corps 

2n¢ Army Hospital, South Amy (Bangkok) 


5, Why there was a difference in the number of casualties 
between the FOW's and Japanese Army. 


(a) Japanese army, especially railway unite, were only about 4,000 
in number, even when two regiments were put together. Naturally enough 
they were enployed mainly for supervision 2f construction work and in the 
delicate technical work, POW's being mainly engaged in usual tasks, 
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The result vas that the decline of physical strength on the 
part of the Japanese aray wes not so remarkable as in the case of the 
prisones of war; this is why some differences ie noticed in the figures 
indicating the r sults of medical activities under the same conditions, 


(>) Compared with the Japanese, prisoners of war were not 60 well 
accustomed to the primitive life and had less nower of resistance, 


(c) Many cases of tropical ulcer occurred on account of their dress 
(knee-breeches), which accelerated their decline of physical strength, 


6. The nuther of the deaths among the POW's, Japanese army and 
laborers are approximatoly as follows: 


“Total Deaths 


POW a “eee eet ee ee eee about 50,700 about 10,000( 20%) 

Japanese Army, ...... + «+ eabout 15,000 about 1,000(7%) 

Leborers . . se 0 + ee ee © eabout 100,C0O0 about 30,000(304) 
(fugitives includ« 


7, Colonel Eitagawa, Chief of the South Army Railway Medical Corps, 
was killed by an aewoplane accident while actively engaged in making 
arrangements for the eupply of medical materials, 


1. Outbreak of cases and its counter-moeasures. 
(a) How malnutrition occurred, 


In novesber 1942, after the prisoners of war had begun their 
work, members of the Scuth Army Medical Corpse were despatched to the 
scene of their activity in order to inspect and further improve their 
treatment in respect of supply and maintenance, Increase of fixed ra- 
tions was made (50 gr. both in staple food and meat) and additional 
mosquito-nets and blankets were delivered, But since the setting-in 
of the rainy season, in May 1943, traffic was sometines suspended, and 
in the inner regions fixed rations had to be reduced by half, while the 
construction work was forcibly carried on, The work made such rapid 
progress that the workers had no leisure; either time or material was 
not found enough to comolete billeting facilities and sanitery conditions 
were anything but satisfactory. 


Under such unfavorable conditions, and as a result of forced work, 
since the aiddle of 1°43 decline of the »vhysical strength of the POW's 
w 8 conspicuous, many cases of malnutrition appeared and the number of 
deaths increased, Therefore, serious cases were eradually transferred 
to the vicinity of Bangkok to receive treatment, Those who were in a 
stage of convalescence were asserbled near Kanchanaburi, given small 
work and were allowed to recuperate there, For the rest, less amount 
of work was allotted, as mich ration aa poosible was provided and every 
effort was made to restore their physical strength, Thus in 1944, they 
gradually regained their physical strength and the number of deaths . 
dwindled. 
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2. How Cholera broke out. 


Prevention of acute infectious diseases, tocether with precautions 
against malaria, was a most pains-taking task, and in order to prevent 
infection through water all the sanitation water filters available by 
the South Army were assembled in this construction area and they numbered 
454 (including 7 motor-car ¢ilters), 


Epidemic Brevention Water Supply Section conmosed of one Allied 
medical officer and four non-cormissioned medical officers and privates, 
equipped with a set of sanitation water filter (B or C) and considerable 
amount of epidemic prevention and emerrency sanitary materials, were 
allotted to every working company of the Prisoners of War and every neces- 
eary measure wes taken for prevention, medical examination an attendance, 
The headquarters of the medical corps was at Kanchanaburi, an¢ was active 
in coaching the prevention, in the examination and disinfection of bacteria 
and in other precr: tions, 


Every one of those who w re going to the construction area, was 
inoculated against cholera, 


Cases of cholera first broke out among the local laborers on the side 
of Burma in November 1942, and in spite of desparate effort to eheck it, 
cases spread into Thailand across the frontier in April, 1943, 


At the time of its outbreak, the number of cases among the natives 
swelled and shrunk with alternating intervals until at last, since May, 
there broke out cases among the Japanese and POW's, Therefore, the South 
Army often dispatched medical personnel to the scene to coach prevention, 
Every working party and ecanitary organ did its best in prevention activi- 
ties, sometimes entirely suspending conetruction work, At last, by the 
end of July, the plague quieted down except in some quarters, Although 
more cases broke out afterwards, they gradually dwindled away and in 
October commletely died down, In June staffs of the medical Bureau in the 
War Department were dispatched to the scene, 


Qutbreaks of cases by the end of June 1943 are as follows: 
lst Period Nov.- Dec. 1943 43 
2nd Period Feb.-Mar, 1943 48 
Srd Period Avr.-May, 1943 586 
4th Period June Srd - June 3th,1943 2046 


TOTAL 2723 


The grand total by sugust 10 was about 6,000, of which about 4,000 
died, Among these figures, about 1,200 are the cases of prisoners and 
it is our greatest regret that about half of them never survived, 
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The main rauses of such raging were: 


(1) Fugitives amorg the native laborers suffering from cholera 
dispersed bacteria, 


(2) Cases broke out on the wxper reachea of the River Keonoi and 
infected the construction work area, 


(3) Imperfect prevention instruction on the part of civilian 
employee in charge of the PO's, who was poor in the knowledge and 
ability and inferior in the que ity. 


(4) Difficulty of supplying epidemic prevention materials due to 
pressed transportation. 


It was largely due to the activities of the Sanitary Orgsns that the 
epidemic died down in comowratively short poriod and that great bursting 
out could be prevented, in spite of the unfavorable conditions under which 
they had been placed, 


3. How cases of malaria occurred, 


Greatest emphasis wan laid on the prevention of malaria in the ser- 
vice of sanitation, Malaria prevention party was organized (composed of 
341 officers and men, allotted at the ratio of one party to 5,000 laborers) 
and allotted to each unit: and was controlled by the South Army Epidemic 
Prevention Water Supr_y Cores; every poesible science and techniaue was 
put into active use by then, 


The following five items were measures of prevention, 


(a) To give compiete knowledge and training of malaria prevention, 

(b) To prevent biting of mosyuitoes, to prepare mowquito-nete and 
clothing, to funigaisa. 

(c) To prevent the breeding of morguitoes and to exterminate them, 
drainage, oii-sprizitling, cleaning, etc, 

(d) To tale 45 dozer of suloher-quinine and 3 dozes of "Flesmohin" 
internally per capits per month; every Japanese, prisoner and 
native laborer is required to take the same quantity. 

(e) Early Giscovery ani eeparation of the case and keeper of "malaria 


protozoan"; 


Doctor Kimura, Professor in the Research Institution of Tronical 
Medicine, authority an malaria-provention, came to the assistance of 
this service as a nor-regular memoer of the staff of the South Army. 


The ratio per month of malaria cases occurring during this construc- 
tion work is as follows: 
Japanese Army 1-7% 
Prisoners or ‘Yar 0-114 
Local laborers 10-205 


N.B, The ratio per month of malaria cases occurring in New Quinea area 
rose to about 20% 
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4s is shown above, the raio of malaria cases occurring anong the 
Japanese army is comparatively iow, but by the end of the construction 
period, the rdioof the xeepers of malaria protozoan among the Japanese 
had risen to nearly 100%, and only by internal use of dozes could some 
of the units prevent the attack of malaria. Generally speaking, the 
réio of cases per month wae about 4% shroughout the Japanese and ~ 
prisoners of war, which was 4 rather favorable indication compared with 
those of other theatres of war, and we may conclude that satisfactory 
resulis were obtained from the preventive measuros, 


4, Tropical Ulcer 


Tropical ulcer vhich was prevalent among prisoners of war was incur- 
able and we found Cifficulty in its remedy. 4s a procautional measure, 
we made war priconers pat on leggings made of bawboo and had them wear 
boots, As a roneiy prruangenic acid salvarsan were used, In addition to 
these measures, e2ch unit made cintment from lard by itself, and used it. 


Inert skin, bare legs and insufficient auxiliary medicine such as 
Cisinfectant due to inexrerience of the Japanese Army etc, were the 
rensons why this disease was »revalent especially among prisoners of war, 
Trough we despatched medical veterans to the infected districts and made 
them study it, a complete remedy could not be found because of inexperience 
of the Japanese Army. 


5. Other prevailing diveases, 


Generally speaking, coupled with malnutrition, many cases of 
dysentery, beriberi and gastroenteric disorder occurrod, Pestilence 
ané. smellpox against which grest precautions were taken broke out for- 
tunately only a little at the beginning of 1943, 


As above mentioned, various diseases were so prevalent that the per- 
centage of the war prisoners in eervice vase from sixty to seventy per 
cent in the everage, But it fell to forty percent in the innermost and 
most unhealthy arers. On the contrary about eighty per cent was maintained 
in good. controlled anc healthy areas. Of about fifty thousand war pri- 
soners, aiout three thousand were in hospital on 8th, July, 1°43. 


(6) State of occurence of war prisoner cases is shown in Annex 2 and ! 


3, Suppvly of medical supplies, 


The South Army layed great stress on supply of medical supplies to 
these construction units and tried to prepare abundant maleria medicine 
and materiale for epidemic prevention, Though quinine which was produced 
in Java was sufficiontly supplied ani materials for epidemic prevention, 
especially senitary water--filtere, were nearly sufficient, the South 
Army suffered from shortage of mecical supplies in goncral, as the other 
medical supvlies were all transported from the home islands and quantity 
supplied from the central office to the Bouth Army was about 50,000 boxes 
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(about 1700t) in 1943 and about a half of 1943 in 1944, of which 20 per 

cent were lost as result of sinkings, The Bangkok Field goods Depot eagerly 
endeavor+-d to supnly the construction unite: nevertheless it could not 
supply in so large quantity as was exnected because of insufficient stocks 
and difficulty of transportation, The South Army ordered that ratio of 
supply to the war prisoners and to the Japanese troops should be equal, 


4 To sumu,., we took every measure possible under the circumstances and 
di¢ our best to maintain the health of the prisoners of war, The main 
reasons why such a miserable result was broucht about in snite of our 
efforts are as follows: 


(1) As a result of the fore-d construction wor’, -various defects 
were brewed, Esnecially, the work was commenced without sufficient sani- 
tary arrangentnits, 


(3) In addition to bad conditions of the roads, traffic during the 
rainy season was tied up, eo that supply was v ry difficult and the stan- 
dard of ration fell down. 


(4) Mixing of the native laborers who had no knowledge of sanitation 
disturbed sanitary tasks. 


5, Main body of foremen were Koreans and their suoervision was not proper. 
Accordingly, hygiene could not be thorough. 


It ie quite regretful that in snite of all the sanitary measures, 
manv defects were brewed and many invalids and deaths occurred, 


Chap.II£ Outline of the Supervision and Employment 
of the Prisoners of War, 


Sect.I How the War Prisoners became to be employed. 


1. It is natural that the labor which is primary constituent of this 
building requires an enormoure number of the assistant workers, in addi- 
tion to the troops, Therefore, though the local laborers (Thailanders, 
Malaysians, Burmesce, Chinese, Javanese, Annamese) were raised, it was 
very difficult to get a large number of laborers without delay, on 
account of various circumstances, and moreover, those natives who are 
inferior in their vhysical conditions and ability could not be made the 
leading part of the labor for this construction which ought to be com 
pleted in a short time. 


2.  Hereupon the South Goneral Army requested the sanction of the General 
'Eeadquarters concerning the emo]loyxent of the war prisoners, The General 
Feadquarters sanctioned the employment of the war prisoners, because this 
construction wae partly a work to be done far from the front, and partly 
bore the mission of the trade route between Thailand and Burma, 
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At that time the Army. as a whole, had a view that it is not against 
the Geneva Treaty on the War Prisonews to ommloy the prisoners of war in 
such o work, 


3. Conseouent to the sanction, tn the beginning of the preparation for 
conetruction, the Soish acmy ovdered the ralwey troops to guoerviss a 
part of »orisoness of var sui to ereage then in the orepara.son work, 
After that, subsem:rt co tae organ..zabion of tre Mhartanud cams, tho 
South General Atay nade those of the caw> be ongaged in tha construction 
work under their cenvrol. 


4, And after ths ecusidcraiie pengroes of the construction, esvecially 
as it became more end moe ndiaponusdle to increase tas Letos, decause 
the tarm “or the cozaitacvion wae whortsned, a great runber or war »ori- 
roners in Java, Hornco, vingapers end Inco-China we-e trauculcted to the 
Thailand Cemp acd cowly tio branshes of the Malay Camp vere attached to 
the commander of the constriction troops. 


5 The prisoners of war in the above parvgraphs were trarspurted, 
those on Thaitaid vide by vailvay, those on Burua by ships revpoutavelys 
to the conetrastion aves, wnils taeir rewovals within the corstruction 
area were Cone on foot, Tue tetarie about tnin trensportation will ve 
shown in Chenter V, ““xoleartion for the Froveste". 


Sect. II Relations v«tveen the Supervising party and Emloying 
Party, 


1, Outline of the suvervis‘on of prisoners of war and their missioner 
to construct the railway is seo in the arneved paper, IiI, above. 


2, After tue Theiland Cemp was organized, (August, 1942), it was 
designed to cocvuerate with the conatruction troops about for a yer 
since July, 1°43. 


3. The delay in the progress of the work owins to the irncreaso of 
vyatiente dua to the infisence of the weather an? climate mace necessary 
till closer relation b+ treea the working trucos and the como, regan ing 
the improverent of svppiy aud sanitation, ae well ae the wooking capau.ty, 
till at Last in dul, 2743, tbe Thatlend catp vas out vader vho comand 
of the construction commucer., Fewevear, a perth of var priconers located 
on Durma 3.de, (two diaicuen, wita sdbeub 15,900 prisoners) was since 
July, 1940 put under the commend oF she commander of the 5th railway 
regiment, *20 was concurrently tie coma.des of tho construction work 

in that aren. by the reeson of the aiffisiuty or jipiesn. the rezoyvecess 
and ihe inconvenience of wuntiv. Fut as to tae supervision of tue war 
prisoners in the proper wense, they were unues Lhe cuutzol of the head 
of tho Tanilané Cewo, Bereot in tho Burma aren, tae came were under 


the d.cuet Tenagwient cf the con vrucbior. commeuicers, but were never 
4 
put undor the direct contso1 of tha woskong trope. 
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> 
4, The fact that two tranches of the Malay Camp were set up in Mays 
1923, and put wader the contol of the constriction coumander wae ¢03- 
cribed in the @oote varagren na 


5. On the emoloynnt of prinoncre of war, they were not attached 
separatcly to wocheng trsepa on tha spot. As regards employing treu 

on the spo, the Drarch iosdars of the caps end the commanccr3 of 
battalions and companies negotiated together and regulates the working 
hours of cemp:cyed mentors. Phav means vhet, after ois cannes were put 
undor the cont 70l of sonstracvion coumenders, the cams delivered the 
required nurver of nersuns Go lhe Tevliret D.acos in aceordsnce with the 
o- ders of the construction commanders, who verte rou entitled to intess 
fore in the baviness of supesv.cion itue:f, according to the esove 
mentioned msthod of empioyieat- and the construction troops cooperated 
in improvement ot tne evpe:vision ae far as thear circum3cances permitted, 


6. When none of prisoners of war who have a special ability were to be 

temporarily dotachec, thay wera altecked along wita the supervising per- 

Bonnel after vhna aseotiation belween the caus and the employing parties. 
For instances, some wore erpuoyud ac Ghaatreurs for the commissary trocps 
or as technical acn for the material Cepots. 


7,  Subseousnt to the vrogross of the wor’, a special attention was 


paid at the tars of the novius forward of the cameos. Taeiz removals were 
limited only witrin @ sinail range so that the waste ting aud the wineces- 
eary esteblishrents migit be caved as far ee vonsidle., Since Aigust, 
they wers oriercd to reuove only whon the accommodations ani food staffs 


had been comoletely prepared, 


8. As is mentioned avovo, the close relation was kent on botween the 
supervision party an¢é the encloving party, and much atcention was paid 

to the orisoner's heolsh aad no special cftort wae made to imozove the 
-dtuation of sy,ervirion on the basis oF their customs ani manacrsa, This 
can be neen from many inatinctione rendered dy he commenceca of the 
camos to their men nud thors vendered on the port of elibuvecaticn to the 
mrisoners to be trans 707'ts¢, on the cccasion of their trarenort-tion to 
the hon7-land, 


Sect. III. Outline of sunervision anc nervics. 


Le Tho Thailand Camm comoleted itn osganization at Sangkek in the aiddle 

of Avevut, 1942, At ite opesing, the nvwper of the ori.scnere oF war waa 

avout 3,000, ane they were put into secvico in the preparation work of 

each trocn located at tre baecs Tor the raiivay cuoastruction, Aftor that, 
10, 


from Cctober of the semo ruer we Maren, LPsd, Mio war ovnsoaere, 50,637 
in ail (tacleding the deat) vere braavtered reveral tines to Eangxok end 
Moulmein Ywom the Malay a2 Java ce? av tre most of them (3e ooo) 
wore cauned to cucporste with the Sub raiiwey yemument whoee mizsion "AB 
to vork en the Theiiena side, whujo some of vhea cocperated wit.. the ota 
regiment whose mission was to work on the Burma side, 
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2. Subsequently, in April, 1943, to accelerate the corstruction work more, 
tw branches of the Malay Camp (sbout 10,000 war prisoners) were despatched 
and cooperated in this work, deploying near Niike and Kinsaiyork, 


3, At the beginning, the equipments of the camps were in so poor state 
that they had no vehicle, and the lorries for the construction troops 

were used at the sane time for the sake of sunplying. For that reason, 

the war prisonors to be transfered were obliged to march on fost, to deploy 
in the remote places, walking a long distance under the burning sunshine, 


On their arrival the destination, a little more than 30% fell 111, 
and in addition to that, the insufficient accommodations and the unsteady 
supplies by reason of the bat condition of the transportation route, 
accelerated the increase of patients. 


4, In May, 1943, the track was ovened to Wanyai, Thailand (at 120 
kilometres from the starting point) while in Burma, the head of the 
upper construction of tho track was toward the vicinity of Anakwin (at 
40 kilometres from the starting point). However, as mentioned above, as 
the rain season set in about one month earlier, and because of the enor- 
mousness of railfall, the transportetion of supoly did not go as it was 
intended, 


As in remote vlaces, the ration of food stuff was somctimes reduced 
to a half or one third by the above reason anc the temperature was low, 
there broke out a sudden corsuzption of energy, But the work was still 
continued in accordance with the order which commanded to finish it by 
the end of August working in the rain, the supervision of the war prisoners 
fell unproper, As a result, many patients came out; above all, as unex~ 
pectedly cholera became prevaient and cases of tropic ulcer increased, 
the service rate extremely lowered, 


5. At the end of June, cholera brore out in some working troops, and 
as it threatened to spread over, still more surgeons, medical non- 
commissionod officers and privates of the war prisoners, 230 in all, 
were attached to the railway trooos from the Malay cam and charged to 
check the disease, 


6. In Septembsr, then the rainy season was over, the condition of roads 
became bDettor, and also in addition to the advance of the herd of the 
upoer construction of tracks, the concurrent employment of the water-route 
of the Keonoi River became possible, Therefore as the transportation of 
supply got better, the regular ration could be eiven with the aid of the 
commissary troops and by the great effort of the transportation section 

of the troops, However, owing to the fatigues accumulated within more 
than one year past, and the deoloyment in the remote olaccs insufficisntly 
eauipved with tho sanitery arrangements, the numbor of patients anc the 
deceased di¢ not shrink, 


tes After the comolotion of the work in October, 1943, the Thailand camp 
desoatched 1,000 healthy prisoners alternatively from the flat country to 
the remote vlacee and caused them engage in the reinforcement work of the 
railvay; and at the same time, successively tranefered and collected this 
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main body over the level ground, an¢ endeavored especially to recover 
the health of the prisoners. The supervision, too, became normal, 


Especially nany camps were eetabliehed in the rendezvous, such as 
Panpon Kanchanaburi and a camo hospital was built at the cost of 
1,500,000 yen at Iakonpaton, Besides making such a great effort to give 
medical treatment to the pationts, the supplies wore given beyond the 
regular ration, 


So the health condition of tho prisoners got db-ttor ctap by step 
and the number of patients and tho doad dwindled, 


The two branches of the Malay camp were rostored. succesrively to 
their proper positions by the cnd of thet year and th-ir health condi- 
tion also recovered. 


8, Tho disposition of the Thailand cam» will be shown in the annexed 
Chert I. 


9, An outline of the services of the prisoners an¢ the list of patients 
and the dead during the construction work can be secn in the annexed 
Table I and VIII. 


NOTE -- To improve the supervision, the cam organizod transportation 
and supply sections and accommodation, building, and special 


medical sections and so on; and made effort to eliminate inade- 
quate circumstances, alloting » considerable personnel, 


(See Table I.) 


Chan.IY. Disgraceful Affairs during the construction work, 
Sect. I. Insults upon corpre. 

1, Ona cay in Juno, 1943, there broke out a case that Lieut. Fujii 
Kiyoshi, commandor of tho second company of the 9th Railway Regiment, 
ordered one of tho war prisoners to ehoot his fellow who was suffering 
from cholera (dead) in consideration of checking the discase. 
2. Fo was brought to trail in tho court martial of the Thailand Occupe- 
tion Army, but wae acquitted of, As for h ‘wcclf, the commander of his own 
troops gave him a maximum punishment for his unproper troatment, 


Tho Army Department suspended him fron office and relieved of his 
post, causing him to return to the home land, 


3, The railway construction commander disciplined the commander of the 
9th Railway Rogiment to which Fujii belonged, 


4, Tho details are not certain, as the documents wero burnt down, 
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Sect. II. Other Affairs. 


1. Concerning any othor affairs than that in Sect. I. it is quite 
difficult for the central authority to seare’: into them, It is desired 
the local authorities be investigated. 


But there wos not such a case as 600 men were pushed down to death 
from a precipice. 


Chap. Y. ZExplenations on rome special items in relation 
to the protests of the Allied Powers. 


Sect I. On the troxtment of war prisoners during the 
construction of tha Thailand-Burma Railway. 


1. Gist. 


As for the troatment of war prisonors during the preparatory course 
and construction of the Thailend-Burme Railway, it will become cloar when 


the circumstances an¢ the actual state of affairs at that tine are understood, 
namely, ghough the greatest effort at. thet time was mace under the above 
mentioned circumstances, many fell unnvoidable victima, 


Further cxolenations, apart from the ebovo circumstances, About the 
transvortstions to an¢ the marching within the conetruction arca will be 
given hereafter. 


2, Railway traneportations. 


a, Railway transportation of the wer vorisoners in Thailand, and 
Malay at the time of tac construction worl. 


The transportation capacity roquired from the viewpoint of the operAae- 
tion and militery adninistretion ran short conspicuouely, while avout 
3,500 cars possessed in Malay wore reduced to sbout 1,700 usedle cars vy 
extreme Gecadance and the moans of communicetion war in a very poor state, 
end. various kind of care of French Indo-Chin-, Thailand, Malay, and Japan 
were used mixedly, As » result, thoy had hard work to draw up & trenspor- 
tation plan anc. to mange the cers, The @rd Field Railway Headquarters 
took chargo of the nlennineg and maniging of the railway transnortation, 
besing on the south army Ordinance on the management of the vailway 
transportation, In the transportstion of the persone, it was not unusual 
that one trein war limited to take 700 p:rsones on poard (25 carriages, 
with 23 persons per carriage) in Malay-Sou’ »..0 Thailand line “ Punenbden(7). 


ig standerd was adopted indiscriminetely for the war prisoners 
and the native laborers 48 well, 


The cars used consisted of five uncovered waggons which were uged to 
put on drake (LS) and other covered ones (6G). These were mainly cars 
transporting rice from Thailand to Meiay and coming back with no load, ) 
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The traneportation of war prisoners was a6 @ whole carried out on this 
organization. It was owing to such a situation that even Japanese officers 
as a rule were t~ sen on board t But in some places 
theremight have been some inetances "h “ covered and uncovered 
waggons in organizations was eudject to a slight alternation in accordence 
with the car situation at the time or more persons than the full capacity 
were forced to be taken on poard. 


Note The Management of the cars at that time is as follows: 
1, Shingapore -- Bangkok: Two trains 10 ¢ays x 25 cars x 2 trains= 500 .” 


2. Punonpen -- Northern District: One train 15 days x 25 cars x 1 train = 
375 c > 


3, Shingapore--Kura Isthme terminus: One trein 8 cays x 25 care x 1 train 
200 cart 


Shingapore--Awalsta: Coal train Fiftren trains 6 days x 25 cars eS tre! 
. 5 car: 


Local military train: One train 6 days x 25 cars x 1 train= 150 cars. 


When a necessity for special trains besides these ordinary ones 
occurred or an incident broke out, the want of cars was felt intensely, an¢ 
so above mentioned condensed transportation was indispensadle on the rail- 
way line within an area where an oprration was constantly carried out. 


2. Supply and sanitation during the transportation. 


As for the supply, the staple food was received from the Army in 
agreement with the Sonth General Arny Intendance Ordinance, the side 
dishes vore served after the menu was drawn Up. The actual condition 
was regularly reported to the Army. 


The side dishes of fixed auantity were acquired with great pains 
from ail over Thailand, Malay, and French Indo-China end a great effort 
war made to iaprove the menu, 


Regards to the sanitation during the transportation, an overseer 

scent from a prisoner camo took charge of it and it was ordered that he vou 
act in concert with medical ingsitution’,..oncerned through & commander of 
the nearest station. As the actual insva.ces show, the commander paid a 
special attention to keeping up such prisoner's health ae it was on his 
arrival, arid inspected the management of transportation of prisonors at 
the station, and issued orders cerofully about the euvDly, sanitation 

and treatment, 
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3  Traneportetion dy shine. 


Sines the beginning of the war, Japan lost rapidly as it is 


+o 2.4 


<a 


mown a Lave Butler of Versuats, 


hoa 
-~-* 


Bt the want of vosselis and the conditions 
of trenspostiavncae 


A. Gounte-rearrs of tranvporteation, 


ina te the midtle of 2942: 
cer avnd-- 5 gross tone. 


> miéats te the md of 1942: 
per heal — 2-45 grou tons. 


beginning to the middle of 1943: 
per howi -~ 1-2 grees tons, 


wmidiia of 1943; 
1 gross tor. 


Transportation of sutorsbiler and olher weanons, 


Since * they weve as a rule decommosed and transporte 
. 


g.o78 tons wsre ‘Jloted for a whole lomry when it was 


to be traneocricd, Sai about 2)-o7 gr ose cons Was alloted for a decomposed 
é 


one, 


Cc, Transportailoa of 


nidéle ef 1942. 
ross tons, 


44, Frou the <12¢.0 to the end of 194°. 
toruage per horse -3 9 gross tons 


ta «a rule that the hornee were not trans- 


414, Siace 3S 
yuesuls, though the tranaportetion of 


rort d on arvciurt of 


tren was andlop 264 


NOTE 


A bovse cannot be dremerovred to rocuco the tonnago, as a lorry can. 


1. 


2, A corse cannot be packed up as a person can be, 


fe 


2, The aftvation ef transprrtation, The condition of the cicroaly 
ackoed casrring of the trooos, owing to whe raoid loss of vessels, can 
: 8 “ 


do undersatoo® tarcugh Foto I, The inetancow are 28 follows: 
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A Ox" jivision which was to be tvansnorted to denloy in the 
central pa’ /ic acd eco leted of abouts 37.409 maa, about 200 evtomibiles 
Lf dows Qauwatha (tov etumLe, the 29th Division) was trans- 
ported by oiiv taves shops, eavh 4.900 or 36,000 erosw tons in all (the 
Mi ikowunr wy Ls NO bint, vad var ee-dera 7,900 tons, and the Lyovan-Maru 
8,600 tuns), 


do. Fomher in + oY a trecnyertation to be deployed in 
the Centvel Past’ rbout €,0) son, aho.t SC ausoncti.les and other muni- 
tlong were csvat ak feo goa, Foss. 2 Carm in @ vee36e1 of 6,000 gross 
tors (the Yeaanc cu ‘yional ShO "tote"s' accommodation). 


: 2 Sovtrers dastricts (for example, the Fugo-Maru, 1,900 
grosa ters, weich weve vensnle al loced vo tha transportation from Shinga- 
pore to Fangoo1.) the ~essul vay mide the best use of, by rationing 
danenie aud so om az aw surtenancs 1¢ pvoid cooking in a ship. Such sort of 
trensporte$ioa wes caAvie€ a “serena” treamsortation, In a "Banena" trane- 
portation. the actual sxtuation wes pbout 29 cen ver "tsubo", when the whole 
of sen on board is divited by All "Taud0" of berths, 


4, Tho eouinpments for trarnsnortrtion of porsonnel aro as follows 


ne Setting aaicfe indisoonsrois voesels, all wero two storied. Still 
further in every spare room on tic den'cs, two or three storied berths 


were equipped ax il wee ca.tei the "Decisive battle transportation", Thus 
the capacity wes increased, 


8 The space detveen tho uwoper and the lower stories was regulated 
not to touc’ the huad in siiting attitade (avcut 0,75 metre in minimum, ) 


3, As the caprcity was cacressed es far ay possible, with an eqvip- 
ment of euch Ders:s 23 sai fa 1 ned ?, cach verson jovi the fresdom of 
hie action in e sitiv when the chino wns oonoged dv a torpedo and cany por 
eons and runitions were runic to vhe bottums of the sea, 


This caised the sventast difficulty in tho oo-ration of the 
Jvconese arty and tts Fighting power of leug duration, About this -atter, 
it ie susvosed that your navy “s.uws Vell, 

Tae Id vectilnarion snd the ord end inconstant sun ly and the 
loss of slosp (it was im-cesidle to lie down) é¢us to the closest packing 
cons3¢ tie conspicuous incresyo of orticnte durine the transportation, 


Zvon those who 344 aut fell 111 euring the trensportetiona, 
mist dc st rest for « time efter Lending, or elas, they sometimes decane 
unable to figiv 2 severe battle, 


Por that reason, tha ehimoine evace waa calculated to ccononize 
as far as nossible, the water-cJc ot dDeing put outeice gunnel. 
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C. Transnortation of munitions 


As the battle beceme severer and severer, the rapid production of 
airplenes was desired more and more, Therefore the transportation from 
the South of bauxite, and other materials indispensable for the rapid 
production of airplanes grew moro necessary in its priority, on account 
of this. 


nan, The vessela for the South alloted to carry bauxite were decided 
to carry nothing but personne) on its nutwerd passage to increase its 
frequoncy. 


This matter checked very much tho transportation of munitions 
to the troope in the Souta, : 


>. On ite home paseage from the South, bauxite wae overloaded to 
such en extremity that the loac-line was ignored, 


The home-coming troops from the South and so on were taken on 
the decks or on the top of the munitions, 


c.  Instancos of. countc~-measures for transportation and its actual 
conditions accompanying the want of veseols wore es above mentioned, It 
ie desired that you acknowledge tho war prisonors were not closcly packed 
up only because they wore war prisoners, 


That they were kept from coming out on the decks may be from 
the viewpoint of guarding and preventing of espionage off the voyage of 


ship groups. 
It may be sunvosed thet the war prisoners transported to the 
Thailand-Burms Railway res were treated vettor than in any other arcas. 
An instance of "Decisive battle" Equipment. 


Two or threo-storiod equipments in boats, (boats were hung outside 
gunnel.) By thie moans, 15 to 70 "Tsubo" could de additionally in- 
croased in 5,000 gr. t. class ships. 


Two-storied equipment on both sides of or in rear of the bridge. 
By this mane 5 or 10 "teubo" could be adcitionally increased, 


Two-storied equipment of » half or almo:t all saloon, For exauple, 
in tho Niesho-Maru, about 40 "teubo"” was additionally increaeed, 


To-storied coutpment of the cabins, For example, in tho Nissho-Maru, 
each cebin was caouipp7d with two storios, The capacity of the cabine 
became about three times, 28 much *8 before, 


A part of coal-bunker and a store-room was put in order and eauipped 
with derths, 
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4. How two branches of the Malay caun were removed on foot within tae 
conntructicn ares tc the spol. 


A. Outline 


In May. 194%, to promote the work. two braaches of the Malay 
camp wers newly ovtvashed vo wane vcilway regiment, Ono of them was moved 
to Niike ané the other te Kineaiyork, being transoorted by railway from 
Shingapore to Faxon, from whore they went on foot, 


Ascordizg to the circixutanses at that time, it was the want 
of the trausnortainsn meaia that forced them to mercna on foot. 


Be Then was gas the time the denloy the forces ard labor to th 
remote places accorpauyiag the prograss of the work. At tho same tine 
the only means of P Granuarkatlon, that is lorries, were scurce ancru¢a to 
be uted for the sini ye, aud rather thoy vere some times in want. There- 
fore, they covlé uct be u:s2 for the traneportation of nersens., Also 
the water-roxtes ad act swe1l yec, sy that the use of ships were res- 
trained, 


C. For that reason, the fcllowing action war taken to remove them 
on foot, 


a, At the eni of Apri the comuisuary facilities were estab- 


lished along the line of conetcuccion, aad they were used to give the aid 
in the accommo‘ations anc suppii: 


At every’ 20 cr 26 ‘cilometres along the march line, a pavilion 
(camoing by means of tent) wae set uv, with a tea supplying piace in the 
interval, 


db, The march was as a rule 20 or 75 kilometres a day and made 
by night to avoid the heat, 


c, <A ereet effort var mace to check the enidjemics cn the march- 
ing road anc stragglers were talten in vo the nearest canitery institution. 
For this means, motcr cars were dwiven along in order to maxe liaison and 
to take stragglers in, 


d, In consideration ef the stipoly, on eshslon as mace up of 
200 or 3CC rersons 1% wea mie a rule that they choulu rest cne day, 
when they marche two or tnree Gara, 


D, And at that time, the Sist Divicicn ("Retsu"” Mivinon) which 
were marching tc Burma were all waiking on foot from tha middie of April 


in the same vay as arove, 


Zz. In short, the marching cn foot was not avoiiavle. if the circum 
stances were consisversc. Even a souadicn on mo. ulzent operation was, as 
it reaily was compsilod to march moro vhan 400 rilumeties, ara we assure 
that it was Cecidsdiy not oniy on thy wae prisvaers that this was com- 
peiled, 
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Sect. II. On the treatment of war prisoners in Moulmein Area, 
1. Gist, 


Though researches about th’c matter have been made into every local 
authorities concerned from the eid of 1944, the details are unknown, for 
the persons concerned at that tim- had almost all been dead or trans~ 
fered, as a long time elapsed since then, 


It can be considered that eome contents of your protests have disove- 
pancies in the period and the figure, and some are exaggerated and some 
are not founded, 


In the following they 'ill be explained on the ground of the data 
which are distinct at present, 


2. About the report, 


A, ‘There is no fact that nearly 20,000 war prisoners were adcommo- 
Gated in Moulmein and its vicinity at the beginning of 1942. 


3B, In Moulmein and its vicinity, from March to June, 1942, about 
120 prisoners of Engiish officers, and about 700 Indian prisoners and in 
Tavoy 79 Indian prisoners who were interned together with hostile citizens 
were held, . 


The war prisoneis in Moulmein and those in Tavoy were removed 
to Rangoon Field Camo (established on the 19th of March, 1942) in June, 
1942 and in February 1943 respectively. (The above is the revort from 
the Malay Camp.) 


C. Nevertheless, it was decided that the war prisoners should be 
employed to make good the want of labor when the construction of the 
Thailand-Burma Railway wae discussed, and 9,535 prisonere from Java, and 
1946 prisoners from Shingapore were romoved to the vicinity of Tanpizaya 
in Burma (avout 50 kilometres south of Moulmein), in November 1942 and 
in January 1943 respectively. 


D, And as they were composed into the Thailand Camp, it must have 
been reported relating to an opening place of the Thailand Cam, 


3. State of Affairs, 


A. The deceased while being accommocated before the construction 
of the Thaiiand-Burma Railway were five Inglishmen (one of them on 
account of the wound caused in the battle) and five Indians, (The above 
is a report of the Malay Camp.) 


And as it was just at the beginning of Burma oneration, and it 
was almost impossidle to send the supply the rear, the collecting of 
wnaterials on the spot was not carried out as it was desired, Coneequently 
the supply may not have been enough, but the same was with the Japanese 
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B, The number of the deceased prisoners in the district to the east of 
Tanbizeya acter the conetruction of the Thailand--Burma Railway was begun 
(abou since October 1942), is as sown in the annoxed Table VIII, 


Even in all Burma to the wert of Tanbizaya (at this time there was 
no prisoners in Mouluein)i there was 10 ceceased in October and 1? in 
Novenber, 1942. It isa unfounded that at that time eo many were dead as 
in your »nrotests. 


C, As the construction of the Tiailand-Burma Railway was most urgent 
for the operation as meat.one’ beforoiund. the work mt be forced even 
with what materials and equipsects the Jepaneee army had. 


Moreover, tho districts along the prejected railway line were the 
jungle whera no man had even tvodden and the accommodations and supplies 
and. sanitary facliities rece quite different from the nurmsal iife of the 
war prisoners und the traffic was interrupted froquently during the rainy 
season of 1945, 


On account of these causes, the war prisone’s as ell as the Japanese 
soldiers were obliged to suifer great pains, 


Berecially, though the main forces of the sanitary facilities of the 
Japanese army “ere concentrated to prevent the prevalence of malaria and 
disorders of the digestive system, they could not be checked, 

Still more with the civilized prisoners unaccustomed to the wild life, 


When the railway was opened in October 1943, every establishment and 
equioment were mace corplete and the numoer of the patients and the 
ceceased remarkably dwindled. 


As for tho details, rofer to the Chanters I and III. 


4. Display of the wer prisonors, 


A, There is no fact that the war prisoners were contemptuously dis- 
played. in February 1744 es your protests mention, 


Be But it is not certified whethor or not some of those who vere 
engaged in the suoplomentary work were emoloyod in order to transport the 
foodstuff and materials in the city of Moulmsin after the completion of 
the construction of the Thailand-Burna Railway. 


CONCLUSION 


he The foregcing if an explanation of the circumstances which com 
pelled a heavy toil of Life duving the »rogress of the construction work, 
In the final anelyeis, cuuses of the trasedy may be traced principally to 
the vlacement of a time limit on the construction, the immense difficulty 
in making thorough preparation and to the presivitancy with which the 
Japanese soldiers, despite their lack of exoerience in such large-scale 
construction work and meagre scientific equinment, dared to carry on their 
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work in strict obedience to orders which they characteristically rerarded 
as immerative, Thus the occurrence of the casualties, it mst be declared, 
was by no means due to any Celiberate intention on the part of the Arny 
authorities, 


As regards the emplojuent cf prisoners of war in the above construc-~ 
tion work, it may be stated that at the time the Japanese Army as a 
whole entertained the ideas that the emloyment of prisoners of war in 
any work other than »ilitary onecations was not a breach of the Genova 
Convention, Furthermors, it in to be insisted that the incident was of 
® radically different characte: from the so-called maltreatment of pri- 
sonéers of war, 


2. Tne incicent, sready steted wee an inevitable outcome of the 
situation then preva'ling, and, if anyone is to de celled to nacount 
for the dreadful death rate, the revponu,dility ougnt to be placed on the 
then Chief of the General Start (General Sugiyama) who ordered the 
construction, tae War Minister (Gsneral T. jo) who sanctioned the employ~ 
ment of prisoners, ani the Commandei -in-Chicf of the South Arca Corps 
(Géneral Terauchi) who was entrusted with the construction on the spot, 


3. As regards individual cases of maltreatment of prisoners of war, 
it is desired that investigation be started upon the further receipt from 
the Allied Powers of a report of the details, particulariy the ranks, and 
names of the suspected offenders, and if as a result, they should be found 


muilty scvere measur-s should be meted out to then, 
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ource end Authenticity 
I, ex-Najor Gencrel Feruo KONUMA rercby certify trot I 
am officielly econnceted with the Jepeancse Governmcnt in the 
following cepacity: Vicc Chicf of tre Legel Rcescercr Section 
of thc 1st Dcmobilization Burcau end trat as sucr official I 
rave custody of tre document rercto ettachcd consisting of 91 
peges end 11 attecred trebles in the Jepencse end 69 peges in 
the English, detcd wnknown , 19__. ana deseribed es follows: 
Report by Japancsc Government on trc Burmoa-Trailend Reilwey.e 
I further ecrtify trat the attechced record end docuncnt is an 
officiel document of tre Jepancse Government, and tet it is 
part of tre official arcrives and filcs of tre following nemed 
ministry or department (specifying clso trc filc number or 
citation, if cny, or any otter officiel designetion of tre 
regular location of thc docuncnt in the archives or files): 
1st Dcmobilizetion Bureeu (former Wer Ministry). 


Signcd at Tokyo on tris 


27 day of Aug, 1946. 's/ Foruo Konume (Scel) 
jgneturc of Official 
(Scel) 


Witness: /s/ K:r.o Ishibashi (Scal) 


Stetcucnt of Officiel Procurcment 
I, Kictard F. Larst, rercby ecrtify trat I em associetcd 
with the Generel Feedquertcrs of the Supreme Commender for 
the Allicd Powers, end tet the above described document wes 
obteincd by me from the ebove signed official of tre Japencse 
Goverment in tre ecnduct of my officiel busincss. 


Signed at Tokyo on this 


= 


28 dey of jug, 1946 Zs/_ Ricte 
Nu 


rd Fe. Learsh 
‘BE 


Witness: /s/ J. 4. Curtis, 2a Lt. Il 
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